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Today’s MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

By:     Tobias Gilk, M.Arch., MRSO, MRSE
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Tobias Gilk, MRSO, MRSE

20 years of professional experience in 
healthcare, specializing in medical 
imaging. 

Senior VP of RAD-Planning.

Founder of Gilk Radiology Consultants

Member of HGRC, ACR MRI Safety 
Committee, ABMRS Board
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Housekeeping

• MRI Suite Peer Review Raffle  
(Drop Your Business Card At The Door)
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Rules of the Road

• If you have a question, ask.
• If you disagree, say so.
• If you want to share any of this, do.
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“What Does Accreditation Do?”
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“What Does Accreditation Do?”

Assurance of Quality & Safety for CMS
Condition for CMS Reimbursement
So ~89% of US Hospitals are Accredited
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“Does This Look Familiar…?”
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“Does This Look Familiar…?”
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“So Accreditation Promises Safety…”

How is that working out for MRI?
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“So Accreditation Promises Safety…”

https://gilkradiologyconsultants.com/blog/the-mri-accident-chart-2000-2020/
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How People Get Injured in MRI
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How People Get Injured in MRI

Metrasens Infographic
Best Practice Preventions of Harm
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How People Get Injured in MRI

https://www.metrasens.com/mri-safety/mri-safety-infographic/
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How People Get Injured in MRI

https://www.metrasens.com/mri-safety/mri-safety-infographic/
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“But if Everyone Is Accredited, 
And Accreditation Promise Safety…?”
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“But if Everyone Is Accredited, 
And Accreditation Promise Safety…?”

Accreditation Is Breaking Promises to MRI
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Performance of Accreditation 
‘Big Dogs’

Hospital (TJC & DNV)
IDTF (ACR & IAC)
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Projectile Safety Protections
Require 4-Zones Require FMD Req. Device Labeling

Joint Commission (H)

DNV Healthcare (H)

ACR (OP)

IAC (OP)
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Projectile Safety Protections
Require 4-Zones Require FMD Req. Device Labeling

Joint Commission (H) [kinda] ❌ ❌

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) [kinda] ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ ❌ ❌
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RF Burn Protections
Require Padding Remove Conductors Prevent Skin-to-Skin

Joint Commission (H)

DNV Healthcare (H)

ACR (OP)

IAC (OP)
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RF Burn Protections
Require Padding Remove Conductors Prevent Skin-to-Skin

Joint Commission (H) [kinda] ❌ [kinda]

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) ❌ ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ ❌ ❌
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Hearing Protection
Require Protection Verify Fit & Function Provide Alt. Means

Joint Commission (H)

DNV Healthcare (H)

ACR (OP)

IAC (OP)
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Hearing Protection
Require Protection Verify Fit & Function Provide Alt. Means

Joint Commission (H) [kinda] ❌ ❌

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) ❌ ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ ❌ ❌
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9-Prevention Summary
9 Injury Preventions

Joint Commission (H) KINDA 4 / 9

DNV Healthcare (H) 0 / 9

ACR (OP) KINDA 1 / 9

IAC (OP) 0 / 9
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Performance of Accreditation 
‘Big Dogs’

CMS Standards (Hospital & IDTF)
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Performance of Accreditation 
‘Big Dogs’

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/Survey-and-Cert-Letter-15-38.pdf
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Performance of Accreditation 
‘Big Dogs’

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/Survey-and-Cert-Letter-15-38.pdf
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CMS MRI Safety Training Reqs
Personnel Permitted To Enter Personnel Performing Studies

Joint Commission (H) ❌ ✅

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ [kinda]
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CMS MRI Safety Training Reqs
Personnel Permitted To Enter Personnel Performing Studies

Joint Commission (H) ❌ ✅

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ [kinda]
CMS Radiology Safety Req’s Only Apply To Hospitals!!
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CMS MRI Safety Training Reqs
Personnel Permitted To Enter Personnel Performing Studies

Joint Commission (H) ❌ ✅

DNV Healthcare (H) ❌ ❌

ACR (OP) ❌ ❌

IAC (OP) ❌ [kinda]

ACHC (H) ✅ ✅

CIHQ (H) ❌ KINDA
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MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety
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MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

Up To Individual Sites (P&Ps)
Up To Individual Oversight (MRMD / MRSO / MRSE)

If you think your accreditation provides assurance, 
think again!
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MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

When was the last time your P&Ps were
• Compared to how you actually practice?
• Reviewed by supervising physician (radiologist)?
• Reviewed by radiology manager?
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MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

Does your site have an MRI safety ‘org chart’?
• Do you have appointed MRMD?
• Do you have appointed MRSO?
• Do you have appointed MRSE?
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MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

Does your site have an MRI safety committee?
• How often does it meet?
• Do you set / measure P.I. goals?
• Does it have institutional support?
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Resources
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20-Year MRI Accident Rate Chart
• https://gilkradiologyconsultants.com/blog/the-mri-accident-

chart-2000-2020/

Metrasens MRI Injury Prevention Infographic 
• https://www.metrasens.com/mri-safety/mri-safety-infographic/

CMS Radiation Safety Accreditation Requirements
• https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-

Certification/SurveyCertificationGenInfo/Downloads/Survey-and-
Cert-Letter-15-38.pdf

Resources
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Summary

• MRI Minimum Accreditation Req’s Won’t Prevent 
Injuries

• Min. Accreditation Req’s May Not Even Meet CMS 
Stated Minimums (Hospitals)

• There Are NO MRI Safety Min. Accreditation 
Req’s for IDTFs

• MRI Safety Is Almost Entirely Up To You!
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Questions?
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Today’s MRI Accreditation 
Does Not Assure MRI Safety

By:     Tobias Gilk, M.Arch, MRSO, MRSE

           RAD-Planning


